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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  of  BENTLEY-WITH-ARKSEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1944 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Bentley, 

Nr.  Doncaster. 

30th  April,  1945 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1944 
for  vour  consideration.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  staff — all  in 
the  forces — some  branches  of  public  health  work  have  received 
scant  attention,  but  everything  of  a serious  nature  and  all  com- 
plaints have  been  attended  to  at  once. 

Now  that  the  war  in  Europe  is  drawing  to  a close,  I feel 
that  a resume  of  the  war-time  and  emergency  services  for  which 
I am  responsible  is  opportune,  so,  therefore,  I have  included  this 
towards  the  end  of  the  report. 

These  war-time  responsibilities  have  entailed  very  much 
extra  work  and  thought,  and  some  anxiety;  but  I am  indebted  to 
Dr.  Ferguson,  members  of  the  staff,  members  of  the  Council  and 
the  volunteers  of  the  various  services,  for  their  help  and  assistance 
so  freely  and  willingly  given  that  efficient  working  and  successful 
results  have  been  achieved.  To  all  of  them  I wish  to  express  my 
sincere  thanks. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  T.  BRIGGS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

J.  FERGUSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary,  Housing  and  Petroleum  Inspector 

J.  T.  BRIGGS,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
Sanitary  Science  Certificate  do. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate  do. 

Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate  do. 

Assistant 

E.  GILLOTT  (H.M.  Forces,  16/1/41). 

Clerks 

W.  LAWTON  (Fleet  Air  Arm,  29/6/42;  killed  25/9/43) 
L.  BARBER  (Fleet  Air  Arm,  4/10/43) 

G.  WYMAN  (Miss) 

Billeting  Clerk 

N.  HATFIELD  (Mrs.) 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Inspections 

Re-inspections 

No.  of  Visits  made  ... 

2321 

... 

8G6 

,,  Complaints  received 

390 

... 

— 

,,  Complaints  confirmed  ... 

376 

• . • 

— 

,,  Letters  in  lieu  of  Notices 

41 

... 

— 

,,  Verbal  Notices 

283 

... 

— 

,,  Informal  Notices 

540 

... 

— 

,,  Statutory  Notices 

15 

... 

— 

,,  Letters  and  Notices  outstanding- 

31-12-44 

159 

... 

— 

„ Matters  referred  to  Surveyor  ... 

31 

... 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS: 

Slaughterhouses 

17 

— 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections 

112 

— 

Meat  Centre 

6 

... 

— 

Accumulations  ... 

6 

... 

— 

Animals  and  Poultry 

2 

— 

Back  roads 

3 

— 

Bakehouses 

7 

— 

Closets — water  ... 

25 

3 

Complaints  investigated  ... 

390 

• . . 

— 

Complaints  confirmed 

3 70 

— 

Coal  Gas 

1 

2 

Cowsheds 

28 

— 

Dairies 

78 

... 

— 

Drains 

99 

... 

8 

Dustbins 

568 

750 

Factories 

10 

... 

16 

Food-preparing  Places 

28 

— 

Houses  re  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

77 

... 

— 

,,  Diphtheria 

8 

• . . 

— 

,,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

... 

— 

,,  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

— 

,,  Typhoid 

1 

— 

,,  Overcrowding 

2 

. . . 

— 

,,  Dirty  conditions 

7 

... 

— 

,,  Bugs  ^ ... 

5 

5 

,,  Other  Vermin 

21 

21 

Interviews 

43 

— 

Knackers’  Yards 

7 

— 

Moveable  Dwellings 

17 

— 

Moveable  Dwelling  Sites  ... 

G 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

7 

— 

Petroleum 

7 

— 

Prospective  Council  Tenants 

30 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  ... 

4G 

... 

2G 

Sampling: 

Milk — Bacterial  Test 

92 

... 

— 

Milk— Food  and  Drugs  Act  ... 

— 

... 

— 

Water — Bacterial  Test 

6 

— 

AVater — Chemical  Test 

4 

... 

— 

Sanitary  Inspections 

91 

. . . 

32 

4 


Sewers 

Inspections 

10 

Re-inspections 

Special  Visits 

203 

— 

Streams 

2 

— 

Street  Gullies  and  Channels 

2 

— 

Tips 

5 

— 

Llrinals 

2 

2 

Vacated  Council  Houses  ... 

5 

— 

Water  Supply  ... 

6 

— 

Yards 

6 

1 

National  Milk  Scheme  ... 

221 

— 

IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  ACTS 

HOUSES 

Bath  waste  pipes 
Coppers  renewed 
Doors  repaired 
Ovens  renewed 
Fireplaces  repaired 
Fireback  Boilers  renewed 
Firebars  renewed  ,r. 

Smokey  Flues  cured 
Chimney  brickworth 
Floors  renewed 
Gas  Pipes  repaired 
Hot  Water  Cylinders  renewed 
Plasterwork  repaired 
Sinks  renewed 
Sink  brickwork 
Sink  Waste  Pipes  renewed 
Water  Pipes  repaired 
Water  Taps  renewed 
Water  Supply  renewed  ... 

Damp  Walls  cured 
Eaves  Spouts  renewed  ... 

Rain-water  Pipes  renewed 
Roofs  repaired  ... 

Bay  Window  Roofs 
Windows  repaired 
Sash  Cords  renewed 
Dustbins  renewed 
Yard  Paving- 

CLOSETS 


Basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Flushing-  Cisterns  and  Flushpipes  ...  ...  G 

DRAINS 

Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Inspection  Chamber  Covers  renewed  ...  ...  1 

Inspection  Chambers  constructed  ...  ...  1 

Sewers  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


5 

5 

.3 

4 

0 

2 

2 

1 

5 
2 

6 
7 

3 
1 

4 
21 
11 

4 

13 

6 

7 

12 

2 

11 

12 

568 

2 
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FACTORIES 

Water  Closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Urinals  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Screens  to  Lavatories  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire — certificates  issued  5 

GENERAL 

Rat  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Dirty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Animals  and  Poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Streams  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Backroads  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

SHOPS  ACT 


Owing-  to  pressure  of  work  and  lack  of  staff,  no  visits 
were  made. 

FLOODING 

There  was  a threat  of  flooding  during  the  Autumn  due  to 
the  heavy  and  persistent  rains,  but  the  drainage  dykes  proved 
capable  of  preventing  the  threat  materialising. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

No  houses  were  connected  to  the  public  water  supply. 
There  are  now  twelve  houses  and  seven  farms  on  deep  and 
shallow  wells,  and  two  railway  houses  which  receive  water  from 
the  public  supply  by  rail. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
and  six  for  bacterial  test,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

PRIVIES  AND  PAIL  CLOSETS 

All  properties  within  reach  of  the  sewers  are  now  connected. 
There  are  13  privies  and  22  pail  closets  remaining. 

CLEANSING  OF  CHOKED  DRAINS 

The  arrangements  made  in  1942  for  the  cleansing  of  drains 
have  worked  satisfactory  and  such  nuisances  have  been  rapidly 
abated. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Bugs — Three  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs. 
One  was  privately  owned  and  two  were  Council  property.  This 
work  was  carried  out  directly  by  the  Health  Department;  Zalde- 
cide  and  Sulphur  were  used  in  conjunction  with  the  stripping  of 
the  woodwork  and  paper;  this  ensures  that  all  filth  is  removed 
and  no  return  visit  has  yet  been  made. 

Crickets,  etc.  — 24  Houses  were  treated  with  powder 
with  varying  results,  inability  to  obtain  suitable  powders  being 
the  cause. 

Rats  and  Mice — The  Ministry  of  Food’s  system  of  baiting 
has  been  used  on  many  occasions  with  good  results,  tips,  sewage 
works,  sewers  and  private  properties  being  cleared  by  this  method. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS 

No  observations  were  taken  during  the  vear. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  lour  sites  occupied  by  moveable  dwellings,  all  of 
which  are  licensed  and  comply  with  the  byelaws.  Itinerant 
hawkers  used  unlicensed  sites  and  country  lanes  for  a few  weeks 
whilst  working  this  area. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Bone-boiler  and  Blood-drier  ...  1 

There  was  no  new  application  for  consent  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  offensive  trade  during  the  year. 

PETROLEUM 

25  licenses  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  in  bulk. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 


DAIRYMEN,  COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES 

Retailers  taken  off  the  register  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Retailers  entered  on  the  register  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Retailers  of  bottled  milk  (sterilized)  ...  ...  33 

Retailers  on  Register,  December  31st  ...  ...  57 

Wholesalers  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  24 

Producers  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  19 

Cowsheds  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  37 

Registered  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


There  was  no  change  in  registrations;  the  cowsheds  and 
dairies  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  during  the  year. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 

Supplementary  licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  of  the 
following  types  of  milk: 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  1 

One  producer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  retails  in  the  area. 

NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING  AND  ADVISORY  SCHEME 

Collaboration  with  the  Leeds  University,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  on  this  scheme  commenced  in  March  and  samples 
were  despatched  for  testing  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  four  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  for  the  use 
of  which  five  butchers  are  licensed,  and  one  Knacker’s  Yard. 
Private  slaughtering  ceased  after  January  1941,  when  war-time 
control  of  slaughtering  was  centralised  at  public  abattoirs.  Only 
a few  pigs  (68)  have  been  dressed  for  private  consumption. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  have  been 
properly  observed  with  regard  to  Notices. 

Special  Notices  from  Slaughterhouses  21 
Special  Notices  from  other  premises  31 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

Humane  slaughtering  of  all  animals  in  accordance  with 
the  Act  is  in  force  throughout  the  district. 

No.  of  slaughtermen’s  licenses  issued  14 
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SUPERVISION  OF  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1938 

Under  the  West  Riding-  County  Council’s  Scheme  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  the  sampling  of  milk  in  this  area. 
Owing  to  the  total  absence  of  staff  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
carry  out  this  work  this  year. 

Section  14.  Registration  of  FOOD-PREPARING  PREMISES 

Premises  for  the  preparation  or  storage  of  Ice  Cream  2 

Premises  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 

Sausages,  Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved 
Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

All  premises  were  kept  in  a reasonable  state  of  cleanliness. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  17 

No  .of  animals  slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  G8 

Inspections  of  Meat  and  Food  ...  ...  ...  112 

No.  of  condemnations  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

CONDEMNATIONS  OF  FOODSTUFFS 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192  lbs. 

Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42  lbs. 

Ham  and  Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  103  lbs. 

Sausage  ...  ...  ...  ...  70  lbs. 

Livers  and  Fats  ...  ...  ...  ...  154  lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154  lbs. 

Butter  and  Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 J lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43^  lbs. 

Sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 lb. 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb. 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 lb. 

Oranges  ...  ...  ...  ...  87  lbs. 

Fruit  Juice  (326  doz.  bottles)  ...  ...  1956  lbs. 

Fruit  (2  tins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  74  lbs. 

Meat  (28  tins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  744  lbs. 

Vegetables  (25  tins)  ...  ...  ...  27  lbs. 

Soups  (2  tins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 lb. 

Fish  (7  tins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 lb. 

Milk  (78  tins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  634  lbs. 

James  (24  jars)  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  lbs. 

Sauce  (9  bottles)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2J  lbs. 

Vinegar  (1  bottle)  ...  ...  ...  1J  lbs. 

Pickles  (2  jars)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 lbs. 

Dried  Eggs  (1  packet)  ...  ...  ...  4 lb. 

Cereals  (2  packets)  ...  ...  ...  1 lb. 

Flavouring  Essence  (2  bottles)  ...  ...  4 lb. 


Total  2917J 
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MILK 

Samples  for  Bacterial  Test 


Type 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ordinary  Milk  ... 

60 

37 

22 

Ordinary  Milk  (heat 

treated) 

11 

8 

3 

Graded  Milk  

16 

8 

7 

Bottled,  Sterilised 

5 

4 

1 

Total  ... 

92 

57 

33 

There  was  no  report  for  one  graded  milk. 


Ordinary  Milks.  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Time  of  Discolourisation 

Summer  Time 

Winter  Time 

Under  1 hour  ... 

2 

— 

Between  1 hour  and  2 hours 

4 

2 

„ 2 hours  and  3 hours 

— 

1 

,,  3 hours  and  4 hours 

3 

3 

,,  4 hours  and  5 hours 

4 

— 

„ 5 hours  and  54  hours 

— 

o 

O 

Satisfactory  ... 

18 

20 

Heat-treated  Milk  sold  as  Ordinary 


No.  of 
Samples 

Plate  Count  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Remarks 

8 

Satisfactory 

Group  1 

Satisfactory 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

Group  3 

Unsatisfactory 

Graded  Milks 


No.  of 
Samples 

Type 

Plate  Count  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Remarks 

8 

7 

Pasteurised 

do. 

Up  to  85,000 
From  121,000  to 
“uncountable” 

12  Group  1 

3 Group  3 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Sterilised  Milks 


No.  of 
Samples 

Plate  Count  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Remarks 

4 

Up  to  12,800 

5 Group  1 

Satisfactory 

1 

Uncountable 

— 

Unsatisfactory 

The  Tables  with  reference  to  graded  and  sterilised  milks 
show  that  whilst  the  majority  of  samples  were  properly  pasteurised 
and  sterilised,  some  were  contaminated  after  treatment  either  by 
dirty  equipment  or  bottles,  some  of  the  bacterial  counts  being 
very  unsatisfactory. 

The  percentage  return  of  satisfactory  milks  is  somewhat 
lower  than  for  1943,  on  a slightly  larger  total.  Three  samples 
were  found  to  be  tuberculous  and  were  reported  to  the  Ministry 
o!  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  no  results  have  been  sent  to  this 
office. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

1 ORDINARY  CASES 


Cases 

notified  . 

• • • • • 

... 

99 

Cases 

removed 

to  Hospital 

97 

CLASSIFICATION 

Scarlet 

Fever  . 

.. 

• • ■ 

86 

Diphtheria 

.. 

... 

11 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

• • • 

1 

Typhoid 

.. 

... 

1 

DISTRIBUTION 

Scarlet 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Ward 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Typhoid 

Totals 

New  Village 

38 

7 

— 

— 

45 

Toll  Bar 

3 

— 

i 

— 

4 

Central 

10 

— 

— 

1 

11 

Bentley  Road  ... 

35 

3 

— 

— 

38 

Arksey 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

86 

11 

i 

1 

99 

2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Notifications  ...  ...  27 

No.  on  Register,  December  31st: 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  100 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  62 

3 DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  103 


HOUSING 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936— OVERCROWDING 

Two  complaints  of  overcrowding  were  confirmed  but  no 
relief  could  be  obtained  because  of  the  housing  position. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1925-1936— CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Of  the  clearance  areas  put  in  hand  in  1937,  two  houses 
remain,  and  one  is  occupied.  No  further  work  has  been  done 
in  this  respect  since  the  war  commenced. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 

All  houses  declared  to  be  unfit  have  been  demolished  and 
the  sites  cleared. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

No  routine  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  has  been  carried 
out  but  all  complaints  have  received  immediate  attention. 


WAR-TIME  AND  EMERGENCY  SERVICES 

GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME 

When  the  scheme  commenced  Bentley  was  scheduled  as 
a neutral  area,  but  was  later  made  into  a reception  area  and  was 
included  in  many  evacuation  schemes  affecting  coastal  and  other 
areas ; fortunately,  only  a few  of  these  schemes  became  effective 
and  some  persons  were  billeted. 
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The  majority  of  evacuees  arranged  their  billets  before 
arrival  with  friends  or  relatives,  but  some  had  to  be  accommodated 
after  arrival. 

Bedding  and  other  equipment  has  been  stocked,  distributed, 
returned  and  laundered  during  the  whole  of  the  period. 

Ancilliary  services  connected  with  the  scheme  have  been 
operated  at  various  times  under  the  following  headings:  Maternity, 
Sick  Bays,  Infectious  Diseases,  Difficult  Children,  Short-stay 
Nurseries  and  Hostels,  Home  Nursing,  Mothers’  Club,  etc. 

The  number  of  evacuees  received  up  to  December  31st, 
1944,  is  given  in  detail  below: 


Unaccompanied  children 
Accompanied  children 
Mothers 

Aged  persons  ... 

Invalids 

Homeless 

Expectant  mothers 


243 

640 

375 

ISO 

12 

541 
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Total  ...  2007 


BILLETING  OF  TRANSFERRED  AND  TRAINEE  MINERS 

During  January,  1944,  the  Council  was  informed  that  the 
scheme  for  training  miners  would  commence  at  an  early  date  and 
that  lodgings  would  be  required  for  500  men  per  month  in  the 
Doncaster  Coalfield. 

The  first  batch  arrived  during  January  and  by  the  middle 
of  May,  when  the  Miners’  Hostel  was  opened,  441  trainee  miners 
had  been  billeted.  In  order  to  facilitate  this  work,  200  complete 
bed  outfits  were  received  and  distributed  as  required;  as  new  men 
arrived  this  equipment  was  collected,  laundered  and  re-distributed. 
In  addition,  transferred  war  workers  of  various  types  were 
received  and  billeted  and  many  men  who  did  not  care  for  the 
hostel  life  were  found  lodgings.  The  number  under  these  headings 
would  be  approximately  150,  so  that  the  total  of  men  billeted 
would  be  about  600. 


BILLETING  ACCOMMODATION  SURVEY 

The  need  for  a survey  was  recognised  when  it  was  known 
that  a large  number  of  lodgings  would  be  required  for  persons 
under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  Transferred  War 
Workers  and  Trainee  Miners. 

The  number  of  offers  of  lodgings  was  very  low,  so  informa- 
tion was  needed  on  the  number  of  rooms  and  occupants  through- 
out the  district  and  the  only  means  of  obtaining  such  knowledge 
was  the  postal  survey. 

The  survey  was  commenced  in  January,  1944,  but  the 
abnormal  conditions  of  work  and  staffing  delayed  the  completion 
until  the  following  March;  the  following  details  will  be  of 
interest : 
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1 GENERAL  DETAILS 

No.  of  Houses  in  Survey  ...  ...  ...  5,130 

,,  Forms  returned  ...  ...  ...  5,052 

,,  Habitable  rooms  ...  ...  ...  22,441 

,,  Population  according-  to  returns  ...  17,348 


2 SURPLUS  ACCOMMODATION  (on  basis  of  one  person  per 


habitable  room) 

Houses  with  one  surplus  room  ...  ...  1,250 

,,  ,,  two  surplus  rooms  ...  ...  993 

,,  ,,  three  surplus  rooms  ...  ...  545 

,,  ,,  over  three  surplus  rooms  ...  118 


Total  houses  ...  ...  2,906 


Total  surplus  rooms  ...  5,393 


3.  HOUSES  WITH  MORE  THAN  ONE  PERSON  PER 


HABITABLE  ROOM 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  973 

Rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,165 

Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,496 

Houses  with  two  or  more  persons  per  room  ...  Ill 

4.  DETAILS  OF  POPULATION 

Residents  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,594 

Lodgers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  480 

Evacuees  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 


Total  ...  17,348 

REMARKS— 

1.  RETURN  OF  FORMS 

This  was  good — 78  being  not  returned;  21  houses  were 
occupied  by  the  Military,  and  7 were  damaged  by  the  flood  of 
1941,  leaving  a net  figure  of  non-returns  of  50. 

2.  SURPLUS  ROOM 

When  it  is  realised  that  of  the  5,393  surplus  rooms  5,052 
kitchens  or  living  rooms  are  included,  it  shows  that  there  is  little 
available  accommodation  in  the  district  on  the  basis  of  one  person 
per  room. 

3.  HOUSES  WITH  MORE  THAN  ONE  PERSON  PER 

HABITABLE  ROOM 

The  fact  that  all  rooms  in  the  house  are  included  except 
the  scullery  and  bathroom  makes  it  evident  that  the  sleeping 
accommodation  in  many  houses  is  severely  taxed  and  that  it  may 
amount  to  moral  overcrowding  at  the  least. 

Overcrowding  to  a serious  degree  must  exist  in  the  houses 
where  there  are  two  or  more  persons  per  habitable  room. 
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4 POPULATION 

When  allowance  is  made  for  the  number  of  evacuees  and 
the  people  away  from  home  in  the  forces  or  on  war  work,  it  would 
appear  that  the  population  of  Bentley  must  be  about  20,000. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE  SERVICES 

1 AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

This  service  has  been  organised  since  early  19.10,  and 
during  this  period  about  80  volunteers  have  been  enrolled;  many 
have  joined  the  forces  or  removed  to  other  districts  on  war  work, 
but  a good  number  has  always  been  available  for  the  many  alerts 
and  occasional  incidents. 

There  have  been  on  full-time  service  five  drivers,  four 
ambulances  and  two  sitter  cars,  and  twelve  volunteer  cars  were 
enrolled  as  part-time  sitter  cars. 

Training  classes  and  exercises  have  been  well  attended  and 
good  work  was  done  at  the  bombing  incident,  when  all  casualties, 
aged  and  infirm  people  were  rapidly  removed  from  the  stricken 
area.  Valuable  service  was  also  rendered  in  the  transport  of 
evacuees,  trainee  miners  and  bed  equipment. 

2.  MORTUARY  SERVICE 

An  emergency  mortuary  was  equipped  to  deal  with  100 
bodies,  and  the  volunteers  consisted  of  one  foreman,  four  under- 
takers and  two  other  workers. 

After  the  incident  on  December  21st,  1940,  17  bodies  were 
received  and  attended  to;  the  work  of  identification,  preparation 
fo”  burial  and  actual  burial  was  completed  within  the  week.  Eight 
bodies  were  buried  by  the  Local  Authority,  eight  by  relatives  and 
one  by  the  Military  Authorities. 

3.  FOOD  DECONTAMINATION  SERVICE 

This  service  is  manned  entirely  by  15  volunteers  from  the 
food  trades — grocers  and  butchers — and  a site  for  the  treatment 
of  contaminated  foodstuffs  and  containers  was  prepared  in  the 
Council  Yard. 

The  members  of  this  Service  showed  great  interest  in  the 
work  and,  after  a series  of  lectures  and  exercises,  they  were  pro- 
ficient enough  to  take  part  in  an  actual  mustard  gas  exercise. 

4.  EMERGENCY  PETROL  SUPPLIES 

The  control  of  petrol  commenced  immediately  the  war 
broke  out.  Four  petrol  pumps  were  requisitioned  at  widely 
separated  points  and  prepared  for  use;  two  have  now  been  returned 
to  the  owners  as  being  redundant. 

Up  to  December  31st,  1944,  over  30,000  gallons  of  petroi 
have  been  used  by  Civil  Defence  and  the  Council’s  normal  services. 

WAR-TIME  INCIDENTS 

There  have  been  many  incidents  in  and  around  Bentley 
during  the  war  but  fortunately  the  majority  caused  very  little 
damage  and  no  casualties,  the  bombs — explosive,  oil  and  incen- 
diary— falling  mainly  in  open  country. 
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During  the  incident  which  occurred  on  December  21st, 
1940,  when  explosive  and  incendiary  bombs  were  dropped,  19 
people  were  killed,  28  were  seriously  injured  and  an  unknown 
number  received  minor  injuries.  Approximately  GOO  houses  were 
damaged,  ranging  from  total  destruction  to  broken  windows,  and 
342  people  were  billeted  with  friends  or  relatives. 

During  March,  1941,  incendiary  bombs  were  dropped  but 
only  one  house  was  hit  and  one  person  injured.  Considering  the 
number  of  alerts  and  the  numbers  of  enemy  aircraft  which  passed 
overhead,  this  district  was  fortunate  in  its  escape  from  further 
casualties  and  damage. 


14 


